Community Matters Committee Report – 9 September 2020

Item 8

Merlin Skate Park Works
1. Background
This item was considered at the August Community Matters meeting but deferred as full
details of the works proposed and the history of the project were not available.
Following agreement of a new 15-year lease with NSC we are now able to repair and extend
the Merlin Park Skate Park. There have been several complaints over the state of the surface
and resurfacing is now urgent.
2. History
The refurbishment project was started by the previous council and a resurfacing proposal for
£4,500 was presented to the September 2019 committee meeting (RW 1979 – extract
attached). This was deferred pending agreement of the 2020-21 budget. The 2020-21
budget, approved in January 2020, includes £5,000 earmarked to extend the current ramps.
Accordingly, no work or expenditure has been specifically approved although it is clearly
envisaged that £5,000 would be spent to repair and extend the park.
3. Proposed Ground Works
It is now proposed to proceed with the envisaged works at a cost of £5,000 (excl VAT) using
concrete block edging to match the existing boundary. The works as per the plan below
being to:
a. Resurface the existing area
b. Create a new tarmac area for new equipment
c. Move the entrance gate for DDA and relocate the bin
d. Install foundation pads for the new equipment (this cost to be met by NSC)

4. New ramp equipment
The above work does not include the cost of new ramps to be installed in the new tarmac area.
This is being discussed with Skate or Die and the additional equipment cost is not expected to
exceed £3,500 the cost of which will be met out of CIL funds available to the Council. A further
proposal will be made to the committee to install the ramps once quotes are obtained.
5. Approval sought
To proceed with the repair and resurfacing works at a cost not to exceed £5,000 (excl VAT). The
work to be undertaken as soon as possible by a ground works contractor approved and used by
NSC.
A further approval will be sought for the cost of installing new skate ramps once costs are
finalised. This work will be undertaken by a different skate park specialist contractor.

Extract of September 2019 consideration – RW 1979

